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Ensuring 
Tribal Representation 

in a Time of Change

Isleta Pueblo



The Rio Grande running through Isleta Pueblo - 1930’s era



Heron Lake, NM

Lake Powell, AZ

Climate change is happening now.



A Changing 
Climate



A Changing 
Climate

Temperature in the middle 
Rio Grande valley, NM is 
projected to increase by 
almost 6 degrees in 50 
years.
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Pueblos and Tribes with water claims in basins without adjudications



1st in time = 1st in right

Zuni River  and Gardens, Looking West
Courtesy of:  Zuni  Ashiwi Awan Museum & Heritage Center

& Binding Water Users











Isleta Pueblo

• Could a Tribe and a State, with the 
support of the U.S., enter a Tribal-
State Compact akin to an 
interstate compact?

• If Congress approved such a 
Tribal-State Compact would that 
achieve finality and bind all water 
users?

• Are there any examples or models 
to consider?

• With a grant from the Thornburg 
Foundation and the support of 
the Utton Transboundary 
Resources Center, I researched 
these questions.

“an appropriate binding mechanism”



“an appropriate binding mechanism”

Isleta Pueblo

“The fairest solution [for fulfilling 
Tribal water claims] seems to be to 
treat Indian claims as analogous to 
interstate waters allocated to 
another state by interstate 
compact.” 

Dan Tarlock, One River, Three 
Sovereigns: Indian and Interstate 
Water Rights, 22 Land & Water L. 
Rev. 631, 653 (1987).

“an appropriate binding mechanism”













MT Governor Steve Bullock signing the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe Water Compact 
With Tribal Chairman Vernon Finley in 2015.



MT Governor Steve Bullock signing the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe Water Compact 
with Tribal Chairman Vernon Finley in 2015.



MT Governor Steve Bullock signing the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe Water Compact 
with Tribal Chairman Vernon Finley in 2015.
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Zuni River, Gardens & Village
Courtesy of:  Zuni  Ashiwi Awan Museum & Heritage Center

Parting Thoughts…
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Questions?

www.mannwaterlaw.com
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